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After much discussion and vote at the World Service Conference (WSC) in April 2025 - 
It was decided to suspend the implementation (not the policy) 

until next year’s WSC to allow time for discussion.

The Policy Update Was Only For New Groups and Groups That Wanted to 
Change Their Group Name to Add an “Identifier.”

■ Some groups in some Areas thought this was a “push” for all groups to have to change
their names. In our Area it was clearly emphasized only to start a conversation.

■ Some groups thought that if they changed anything in their group, they would be forced
to change their group name to remove any identifier in the name

■ Appeals were sent in to the World Service Office, however they were not from new
groups or groups that wanted to change their names. However, because of the confusion,
misinformation, and misunderstanding a suspension was decided on regarding the
implementation.  The policy has not changed.

■ This provides an  opportunity for Area Delegates and Area Group Records Coordinators to
Educating Our Areas and Open Up A Discussion
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MOTION #7: Allow group names to continue to include identifiers such as those currently
listed on page 28 of the 2022-2025 Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual (P-24/27) v4(a)
including “men, women, parents, adult children, young adults, other gender
identification/sexual orientation, etc. with the understanding that in keeping with
Traditions Three and Five, the groups will welcome anyone affected by someone else’s
drinking” until the 2026 World Service Conference to allow WSC Structure Areas to discuss the 
implementation of the 2024 WSC-approved “Choosing a Group’s Name” Policy.

A detailed letter was sent out by the Policy Committee Chairperson, a Trustee and an 
Al-Anon member on May 9, but this statement was shared at the World Service 
Conference: 

“As the Policy Committee Chairperson, I want to reinforce that it was never the Policy 
Committee’s intention to one day direct the WSO Staff to enforce this Policy on 
existing groups – EVER!” 

The summary is this, misinformation about the policy update to Group Names and the issue was 
about the implementation. Some existing groups thought they had to change their name, if they 
changed anything at all about their group. This was not accurate, but sometimes misinformation 
spreads quickly. Because of the confusion, and letters that were sent in, and the lengthy and 
spiritually principle based discussion at the World Service Conference, the request was made to 
bring this discussion back to our Areas and discuss the intent of the updated policy.
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World Service Office (WSO) Understandings 
Achieved Through Conversation (from letter May 2025)

● We are all committed to presuming goodwill, share the same intention to
serve the best interests of Al-Anon Family Groups as a whole, and
recognize that even a thoughtful group conscience may not satisfy
everyone.

● Delegates are aligned in wishing to ensure all groups and members in
their Areas are aware of and understand the significance of Tradition
Three in terms of welcoming all those struggling with the family disease
of alcoholism to their groups, regardless of their group’s names or
participant designation.
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PAGE 85-86 VERSION 2 (no changes made in v3)

Choosing a Group’s Name
“Having an appropriate group name is very important because it is included in 
local and online meeting directories and may be a potential member’s first 
impression of Al‑Anon. The group’s name should be inviting to all and reflect 
Al‑Anon principles. A group’s name should not imply affiliation with any other 
Twelve Step group, self-help group, commercial venture, agency, religious 
group, rehabilitation facility, or other outside enterprise even if the name is 
associated with its location—e.g., “the ___Church AFG” or “the___ Hospital 
AFG.” 

To help avoid confusion with other entities, it is suggested that groups spell out 
their full name and include the letters “AFG” for Al‑Anon Family Group. 

The WSO will review proposed group names for adherence to Al‑Anon 
principles. (See “Considerations When Starting Either an Al‑Anon or Alateen 
Group”: “Naming the Group” in the “Groups at Work” section of this 
Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual.)”

From Digest of Al-Anon and Alateen Policies: Choosing a Group’s Name 

From the 2022-2025 Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual (v2)

PAGE 85 VERSION 4 Choosing a Group’s Name

From the v4 available downloadable replacement pages 
for the 2022-2025 Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual

To download a full copy of the 2022-2025 (v4) Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual, go to: 
https://al-anon.org/for-members/members-resources/manuals-and-guidelines/service-manual/

https://al-anon.org/for-members/members-resources/manuals-and-guidelines/service-manual/


PAGE 86 
Choosing a Groups Name 
(Continued) VERSION 4

From the v4 downloadable replacement 
pages for the 2022-2025 Al-Anon/Alateen 
Service Manual
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What is A Group’s Primary Purpose? 

● Does your group welcome anyone who comes to
your group who is in affected by the family disease
of alcoholism?

● Has anyone in your group ever turned someone
away?  Why or why not?

● How does your group welcome new members?

● How does your group deal with members new to
the group but not new to Al-Anon?

● What positions does your group think are most
important?

findable/printable as a free download here from al-anon.org: 
https://al-anon.org/for-members/members-resources/literature/downloadable-items/ 

- look for Welcoming Checklist
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https://al-anon.org/for-members/members-resources/literature/downloadable-items/
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Start the Conversation: 
Does Your Current Group Name Honor the New Policy?

Some Ideas For Discussion

○ Participant categories. They are optional, to provide more information about the meeting, but do
not in any way restrict attendance.  Does your group want to add or change their
categories/participants?

○ When Al-Anon Family Groups are registered they agree to abide by all the traditions.
○ Why are Traditions particularly 3 and 5 important?
○ How does your group name affect other groups in Al-Anon in our Area and in the World Wide

Fellowship?

*This slide was presented at the February Area World Service Committee Meeting on 2/15/2025.



Copied with permission from https://al-anon.org/for-members/group-resources/group-records/ 
New Group Registration / Group Change forms (for both Electronic and In-Person) 9

When we Submit a New Group Registration or Submit a Group 
Change for our Registered Groups, 

What Are We Agreeing To?

https://al-anon.org/for-members/group-resources/group-records/
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THIS IS OUR MAIN RESOURCE FOR FINDING A MEETING LOCALLY  – Meetings Connected to Geographical Areas

www.al-anon.org
Searches are filtered 
by location (address, 
city, or zip code) and 
optionally by day of 
the week, language, 
and participant type.

Listing 
information 
is combined 
for viewing 
purposes




