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After much discussion and vote at the World Service Conference (WSC) in April 2025 -
It was decided to suspend the implementation (not the policy)
until next year’s WSC to allow time for discussion.

The Policy Update Was Only For New Groups and Groups That Wanted to
Change Their Group Name to Add an “Identifier.”

m  Some groups in some Areas thought this was a “push” for all groups to have to change
their names. In our Area it was clearly emphasized only to start a conversation.

m  Some groups thought that if they changed anything in their group, they would be forced
to change their group name to remove any identifier in the name

m  Appeals were sent in to the World Service Office, however they were not from new
groups or groups that wanted to change their names. However, because of the confusion,
misinformation, and misunderstanding a suspension was decided on regarding the
implementation. The policy has not changed.

m This provides an opportunity for Area Delegates and Area Group Records Coordinators to
Educating Our Areas and Open Up A Discussion




MOTION #7: Allow group names to continue to include identifiers such as those currently

listed on page 28 of the 2022-2025 Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual (P-24/27) v4(a)

including “men, women, parents, adult children, young adults, other gender
identification/sexual orientation, etc. with the understanding that in keeping with

Traditions Three and Five, the groups will welcome anyone affected by someone else’s
drinking” until the 2026 World Service Conference to allow WSC Structure Areas to discuss the
implementation of the 2024 WSC-approved “Choosing a Group’s Name” Policy.

A detailed letter was sent out by the Policy Committee Chairperson, a Trustee and an
Al-Anon member on May 9, but this statement was shared at the World Service
Conference:

“As the Policy Committee Chairperson, | want to reinforce that it was never the Policy
Committee’s intention to one day direct the WSO Staff to enforce this Policy on
existing groups — EVER!”

The summary is this, misinformation about the policy update to Group Names and the issue was
about the implementation. Some existing groups thought they had to change their name, if they
changed anything at all about their group. This was not accurate, but sometimes misinformation
spreads quickly. Because of the confusion, and letters that were sent in, and the lengthy and
spiritually principle based discussion at the World Service Conference, the request was made to
bring this discussion back to our Areas and discuss the intent of the updated policy.



World Service Office (WSO) Understandings
Achieved Through Conversation (from letter May 2025)

We are all committed to presuming goodwill, share the same intention to
serve the best interests of Al-Anon Family Groups as a whole, and
recognize that even a thoughtful group conscience may not satisfy
everyone.

Delegates are aligned in wishing to ensure all groups and members in
their Areas are aware of and understand the significance of Tradition
Three in terms of welcoming all those struggling with the family disease
of alcoholism to their groups, regardless of their group’s names or
participant designation.




From Digest of Al-Anon and Alateen Policies: Choosing a Group’s Name

PAGE 85-86 VERSION 2 (no changes made in v3)

Choosing a Group’s Name

“Having an appropriate group name is very important because it is included in
local and online meeting directories and may be a potential member’s first
impression of Al-Anon. The group’s name should be inviting to all and reflect
Al-Anon principles. A group’s name should not imply affiliation with any other
Twelve Step group, self-help group, commercial venture, agency, religious
group, rehabilitation facility, or other outside enterprise even if the name is
associated with its location—e.g., “‘the ____Church AFG” or “the__ Hospital
AFG.”

To help avoid confusion with other entities, it is suggested that groups spell out

their full name and include the letters “AFG” for Al-Anon Family Group.

The WSO will review proposed group names for adherence to Al-Anon
principles. (See “Considerations When Starting Either an Al-Anon or Alateen
Group”: “Naming the Group” in the “Groups at Work” section of this

Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual.)”

PAGE 85 VERSION 4 Choosing a Group’s Name

From the v4 available downloadable replacement pages
for the 2022-2025 Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual

Choosing a Group’s Name

When choosing an Al-Anon or Alateen group name, consider the wel-
coming and comforting focus of Tradition Five. Anyone affected by some-
one else’s drinking is welcome at an Al-Anon meeting. It is vital that group
names are inviting and attractive and that they avoid public controversy. Our
spiritual growth has its roots in the principle of anonymity to enhance the
sense of belonging and unity.

A group’s name may be a person’s first impression of Al-Anon. Consider
the lasting impact the group name can have on newcomers, members, the
public, and professionals. The group’s name and meeting information may
appear on local meeting lists, printed materials, websites, and other venues

To download a full copy of the 2022-2025 (v4) Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual, go to:
https://al-anon.org/for-members/members-resources/manuals-and-quidelines/service-manual,

From the 2022-2025 Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual (v2)



https://al-anon.org/for-members/members-resources/manuals-and-guidelines/service-manual/

PAGE 86
Choosing a Groups Name
(Continued) VERSION 4

From the v4 downloadable replacement
pages for the 2022-2025 Al-Anon/Alateen
Service Manual

for sharing public information (see “Publicizing Meeting Locations” in the
“Policies” section of this Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual).

Members weigh the guidance of the spiritual principles found in the
Twelve Traditions when choosing a group name:

«  Common welfare for the greatest number in Al-Anon depends upon
unity.
+  Al-Anon does not affiliate with or endorse any outside enterprise, such

as other Twelve Step groups, self-help groups, religious groups, reha-
bilitation facilities, or commercial businesses.

«  The only requirement for membership in Al-Anon is that there be a
problem of alcoholism in a relative or friend.

«  The name does not affect another group or affect Al-Anon or A.A. as
a whole.

«  Al-Anon has no opinion on outside issues.

The Policy Committee and the World Service Conference have delegated
authority and responsibility to the WSO to review proposed group names for
adherence to Al-Anon policies and principles.

(See additional guidance found in the “Al-Anon and Alateen Groups at
Work” section.)




What is A Group’s Primary Purpose?

e Does your group welcome anyone who comes to
your group who is in affected by the family disease

Having a plan in place to welcome newcomers and visitors to your group
throughout the year helps newcomers and members alike. Of a lCO h o U S m7

Here are a few things to keep in mind for your group’s “Welcoming Checklist™

L‘é Ereure hat your mestng | () Provide specifc mesting oction instructons on e Has anyone in your group ever turned someone
all locations, including: ) 2
The facility in which the C/ Are parking instructions needed? away H W hy or Why nOt H
meeting takes place Are there.s;!ecial requirgments_ to gain_ acc_ess :
A e e :grtl‘;ies:::rsd;ng or does it require special sign-in
() is listed within the ' e How does your group welcome new members?
community or online Does the facility’s contact know the day, time,
Py oy S——— - C and location of the meeting?
servcefintergrou Cronting oty ptn veUr e How does your group deal with members new to
C Area website Are special instructions needed for late arrivals, the g rou p but not new to Al_Anon?

.g., “After 7:00 pm, ring b by door.”
C World Service Office &y €r [t LI XA L8y CLetele

C Are instructions clear enough for out-of-town
visitors not familiar with your community?

— e What positions does your group think are most
<\// Help people find the meeting room and feel welcome. |m po rta nt?

Are there signs pointing to the right

C room for the meeting? Have you
gained permission from your facility
to display the signs?

C Does your group have enough Newcomer Packets and literature on hand? ﬁndable/printable as a free download here from al-anon.org:

C DEIES T G (v G Geciing (155 om [EreE https://al-anon.org/for-members/members-resources/literature/downloadable-items/

- look for Welcoming Checklist

Does your group have a “greeter”
to welcome those attending your
meeting?

<’J Consider discussing in a group business meeting if the meeting format should be
/ revised when a newcomer or visitor is present.

Is there an optional reading in Groups
at Work (P-24) that the group would
like to read to offer support and hope?

We want everyone to feel welcome in our Al-Anon and Alateen meetings!

Discuss the role of the chairperson
when new people are present.



https://al-anon.org/for-members/members-resources/literature/downloadable-items/

Start the Conversation:
Does Your Current Group Name Honor the New Policy?

Some ldeas For Discussion

o Participant categories. They are optional, to provide more information about the meeting, but do
not in any way restrict attendance. Does your group want to add or change their
categories/participants?

o  When Al-Anon Family Groups are registered they agree to abide by all the traditions.

Why are Traditions particularly 3 and 5 important?

o How does your group name affect other groups in Al-Anon in our Area and in the World Wide

Fellowship?

*This slide was presented at the February Area World Service Committee Meeting on 2/15/2025.




When we Submit a New Group Registration or Submit a Group
Change for our Registered Groups,
What Are We Agreeing To?

Members Page » Group Resources » Group Records

New Al-Anon Group Registration

Registration with the World Service Office ensures a connection with worldwide Al-Anon. The WSO will register any group designating itself as an Al-Anon Family Group with the
understanding that it will abide by the Traditions, welcome anyone whose life has been affected by a problem drinker, and have no other affiliation as a group. Upon registration, the

group can count on the WSO for ongoing support including monthly and quarterly postal and electronic mailings.

Group/Registration Overview

Group names are visible to members, newcomers, professionals, and the public. They are the
first chance a group has to offer help and hope. They reflect Al-Anon principles and are inviting
to all. The WSO reviews all proposed group names and reserves the right to delay registration
when meeting names are not in keeping with Al-Anon spiritual principles. Contact your Area
Group Records Coordinator or the WSO for further information.

Copied with permission from https://al-anon.org/for-members/group-resources/group-records/

New Group Registration / Group Change forms (for both Electronic and In-Person)



https://al-anon.org/for-members/group-resources/group-records/

THIS IS OUR MAIN RESOURCE FOR FINDING A MEETING LOCALLY - Meetings Connected to Geographical Areas

www.al-anon.org -

C @

(3 https://al-anon.org/al-anon-meetings/find-an-al-anon-meeting/ O}

A“

*

oy tocstion (akirese,
by location (address,

Listing
information
is combined
for viewing
purposes

From Survival To Recovery AFG
Saturday 6:00 PM
Windsor Club

123 W. Windsor Rd, Glendale, CA,
91204, USA

Second floor
0.8 miles away
Filters
Al-Anon

Families, Friends, and Observers
Welcome

English

Saturday

Adult Children
Handicap Access

WSO ID 66931
Report Problem

Al-Anon Meetings

Al-Anon Family Groups

felp and hope for families and friends of alcoholics

Gay Group AFG
Sunday 10:00 AM

Zoom
Meeting ID: 887 810 571
Meeting Password: 381947

0.9 miles away
Filters
Al-Anon

Families, Friends, and Observers
Welcome

English
Sunday
LGBTQIA+

WSO ID 30514801

Report Problem

Thursday Night Womens Meeting
AEG

Thursday 6:00 PM

ELECTRONIC

Zoom

Click to join

Meeting ID: 967 975 7781
Meeting Password: strength

0.9 miles away

Filters

Al-Anon

Families and Friends Only
English

Thursday

Women

WSO ID 30607838

Nanart Deahlam

Newcomers Meetings Members For Pro

city, or zip code) and
optionally by day of

Find an Al-Anon Meeting

Find an Alateen Meeting

Monday Night Men's AFG
Monday 7:00 PM

Hollywood Lutheran Church

1733 N New Hampshire Ave., Los
Angeles, CA, 90027, USA

4.0 miles away
Filters
Al-Anon

Families, Friends, and Observers
Welcome

English
Monday
Men

Handicap Acces’s

WSO ID 30821723
Report Problem

the week, language,
and participant type.

La Canada Parents AFG
Saturday 10:30 AM

ELECTRONIC

Zoom

Click o join

Meeting ID: 818 6824 4010
Meeting Password: 740999

6.0 miles away
Filters
Al-Anon

Families, Friends, and Observers
Welcome

English
Saturday
Parents

WSO ID 51517
Report Problem
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